Recent Books
The Gospel according to
Moses: What My Jewish
Friends Taught Me about
Jesus
Athol Dickson
Brazos Press, 2003.
268 pp., $16.99

Forever changed by his
participation
in
Chever
Torah—a Jewish group study
of Scripture—Athol Dickson
sets out in an eminently readable book to show how
his faith “has been informed and enriched by contact
with Jews and Judaism” (12). He takes his readers on
a journey which lets them experience through his eyes
the Chever Torah and other occasions Dickson shared
with his Jewish friends. In fact, the book itself is similar
to such a Chever Torah, exploring ever more deeply the
paradoxes of our faith (take, e.g., two of the chapter
titles: “The Beautiful Terror: Approaching the God of
“Fire and Brimstone’” and “Spiritual Suicide: Why It
Is So Easy to Be Bad”) and a multitude of honest questions, interlarded with quotes from Hebrew Scripture
and Jewish writings. At the same time, Dickson shares
his fears and struggles of being a Christian in a Jewish
circle, the acceptance extended towards him, and the
many relationships and friendships that developed. The
Gospel according to Moses is a page-turner and one is
assured that Dickson has remarkably learned a “decidedly Jewish pastime: wrestling with God” (14). Every
reader is invited compellingly to engage in just the same
activity.

Israel’s Messiah in the Bible
and the Dead Sea Scrolls
Richard S. Hess & M. Daniel
Carroll R., eds.
Baker Academic, 2003
192 pp., $17.99

Here comes a handy collection of nine essays originally presented at a biblical-studies conference at Denver Seminary in 2001. It consists of four
leading contributions that survey comprehensively the
descriptions and expectations of the Messiah in the Old
Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the New Testament,
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and, interestingly, a portrait of the Messiah in Latin
American theology, as well as a number of responses
and critiques to them. Each essay is written by an expert
in the field. This highly recommendable potpourri of
the messianic concept in the ancient Scriptural world
and one modern contextualization provides a quick
introduction to the critical issues at hand for anybody
interested in one of the most important biblical topics.

Jesus
David F. Ford & Mike
Higton
Oxford University Press,
2002
572 pp., $24.95

Being part of the Oxford
Readers series, this volume
selects more than 340 extracts
of the scores of voices in the
two-thousand-year conversation about Jesus of Nazareth. The material is arranged
in seven chronological chapters, spanning from the
biblical and patristic period to the twentieth century,
and each source is introduced by a few lines that set
it into its historical context. You find classic doctrinal statements about Jesus (e.g., an excerpt from the
Council of Chalcedon), but also extracts from poems,
songs, sermons, theological essays, and biographies
among others. You also encounter the entire spectrum
from within Christianity, as well as Jewish voices (e.g.,
Josephus, the Babylonian Talmud, the medieval Toledoth
Yeshu, 15th–century Spanish Joseph ibn Shem Tob,
18th-century theologian Rabbi Jacob Emdem, historian
Heinrich Grätz, Joseph Klausner, Samuel Sandmel),
Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist, and Zoroastrian sources.
While browsing through this extensive and extremely
varied anthology you will be inevitably invited to linger
on texts and people and to see Jesus again and again
from a different angle.

Jesus in
Context

His

Jewish

Geza Vermes
Fortress Press, 2003
198 pp., $19.00

Justice, Jesus, and the Jews:
A Proposal for JewishChristian Relations
Michael L. Cook
Liturgical Press, 2003
127 pp., $14.95

How do Jesus and his
followers fit into the firstcentury Jewish world of
Judea and Galilee? Geza
Vermes, Oxford University
Professor Emeritus of Jewish
Studies and according to Ed
Sanders the “best Jewish interpreter” of Jesus, pursues
this question in his uniquely informed manner. This
learned scholar sketches the message of “Jesus the Jew”
(Vermes’s favored term) and adds several shorter studies
related to the connection between Jewish literature and
studies and New Testament studies, to the “Son of Man”
Debate (a much discussed topic in scholarly circles), to
Josephus, especially his famous Jesus notice, and to the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Several of Vermes’s conclusions are
surprising, but he always provides enough food for
thought. A special feature which readers certainly will
enjoy are Vermes’s “autobiographical reflections” on his
engagement in the study of the New Testament, and of
Jesus in particular, spanning in rapid succession about
40 years of his life.

Michael
Cook
aims
at advancing the JewishChristian dialogue by focusing on a key issue that lies
at the root of many such
dialogues and addresses both
the idea of supersessionsim and the concept of the messianic age: the biblical
understanding of righteousness and justice as covenantal
fidelity. His main thesis is that “Christians have been
accepted by grace into the covenant between God and
Israel” (23). While the first chapter leads to this key
issue, the second chapter develops it by studying the
tradition from the origins of Israel to the last prophet,
Malachi. The third chapter deals with Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God and interprets it as a matter
of such justice. In a stirring conclusion Cook raises a
number of essential questions for the Jewish-Christian
dialogue in the light of his findings. If you have only a
few minutes to spare, it is recommended to read these
questions first. You may then probably want to read the
book cover-to-cover.

Jesus,
Judaism,
and
Christian Anti-Judaism

The
Missing
Jesus:
Rabbinic Judaism and
the New Testament

Paula Fredriksen & Adele
Reinhartz, eds.
Westminster John Knox
Press, 2002
129 pp., $19.95

Five distinguished scholars
in five brief essays introduce
nonspecialists to some of
the current scholarship in
the study of anti-Judaism in the New Testament and
in New Testament interpretation. The essays are written “as simply, lucidly, and clearly as possible” (2) and
cover the historical figures of Jesus and Paul as well as
the Synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of John. An introductory essay deals with the birth of Christianity and
the origins of Christian anti-Judaism. It is refreshing to
see that differences between the writers have not been
smoothed out. However, all five authors join forces
when it comes to illuminate the historical circumstances
of early Christianity in relation to Judaism. And this
they achieve in an excellent and immensely readable
fashion.

Bruce Chilton, Craig A.
Evans & Jacob Neusner
Brill Academic Publishers,
2002
175 pp., $34.95

The provocative title The
Missing Jesus suggests that
the proper study of Jesus
within Judaism is in a state
of neglect. Ten lucid essays want to remedy this situation by bringing the study of Judaism in relation to Jesus
and its implications for the perception of the historical
Jesus to the forefront. They deal with such issues as how
to interpret Jesus in a Judaic context, the problematic
comparison between parables of Jesus and those of the
Rabbis without taking into account the distinct perspectives of Judaism and Christianity, the relationship
between Jesus and the Rabbis in regard to the Sabbath,
or the literary nature of the Gospels as interpretations of
Jesus for distinct communities. Continually probing and
challenging, the authors point to new avenues for finding the missing Jesus, i.e. how to study Jesus in context.
The Missing Jesus concludes with some significant dates
in the history of Judaism and Christianity.
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